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K athleen L.M.R. Crestwell, beloved mother, mother-in-law, grandmother, sister,

aunt, teacher, and friend died May 8th after a short illness. She leaves behind
her two adult children, Robin Harris (Darryl) and John Crestwell ( Joni); six

grandchildren and two step-grandchildren.

She was born Kathleen Robertson on April 21, 1943 in Washington, DC to David and Helen
Robertson. She was the second youngest and youngest girl of their five children (David, Cecilia,
Sheila, Kathleen, and Alfred) who would bless the Robertson household in Northeast, Washington,

DC.
Kathleen was educated through the District of Columbia Public School (DCPS) system, eventually

graduating with honors from Spingarn High School in 1961. She was known for being an “A”
student and bookworm. Kathleen continued her studies at the District of Columbia Teachers
College, graduating again with honors in 1966.

She immediately began teaching in the DCPS at Kelly Miller Junior High School as an English
Teacher; a job she would keep for 28 years. She loved teaching—believing that quality education
was the key to success in life. “Ms. Crestwell”, as she was commonly called, was revered by

hundreds of the mostly African American students she taught. Known for “keeping it real”, she
often, after correcting a student’s speaking grammar, would respond back to them in their

vernacular (slang), a skill that made her immensely popular. She had that common touch and was
able to relate to rich or poor students in an exceptional way that is indescribable. During her time
at Miller, she received countless awards for her social and teaching skills including being honored

as Teacher of the Year on numerous occasions. Kathleen was also the “senior class sponsor” for
many years as well as “It’s Academic” coach. Her teams won several city titles in multiple years at

all grade levels (7th, 8th and 9th).

When Kelly Miller closed for renovations, she continued teaching at Evans Middle School until
she retired after nearly 40 years in education. Bored after retirement, she started teaching again in
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the Prince George’s county Public School System for another decade, finally retiring in 2015. All
in all, Kathleen taught for nearly 50 years!

Besides being devoted to her family and students, Kathleen was a faithful member of the Hughes
Memorial United Methodist Church in Washington DC. She attended the church just after its

founding as a child, left for some time, but came back in 1979 with her children. “Hughes was a
huge part of our development and character,” says Robin, her daughter.” Her son, John,
remembers, “My grandma (who was attending Hughes) said, ‘Kathleen, you need to put those kids

in church!’ That was all it took.” Like her mother, Helen, who was deeply engaged in ministry at
Hughes, Kathleen, too became a committed Christian serving in many capacities: communion

steward, bible study leader, Senior Choir member, historian and her favorite—the
Intergenerational Singers. Kathleen loved to sing and she did to the end. In her later years at
Hughes, she visited the “sick and shut-in” to support the pastoral care ministry, and did grocery

shopping and food preparation for various groups and fundraisers at the church.

There are many words that describe Kathleen… direct, sarcastic, funny, stubborn, tough, smart,
witty, confident, purposed, dedicated, loyal, persevering, independent, generous, committed, and

so much more… But the best word to describe her is LOVE. She loved her family, children,
students, friends, and church with all of her “heart, soul, mind and strength.” This loss will be felt

for a very long time. Rest now, Kathleen, with your mom, dad, brother and sister. You were a
“good and faithful servant of humanity.” “Rise, expand and seek God unencumbered.”
A private memorial service will be held for her on 5/29/21. It will be shown on Facebook live here:

www.facebook.com/jcrestwelljr

In lieu of flowers, the family would like donations sent in Kathleen’s honor to her congregation,

Hughes Memorial United Methodist, 53rd and Ames Street, NE. Washington, DC 20019.
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JH Josepha R. Hammond posted:

She was witty, giving, funny, smart, loving, compassionate, and dedicated. I loved her deeply and will

miss her greatly. She will be missed in the music ministry. May she Rest In Peace until Jesus comes.

May 28 at 6:12 AM

VS Valerie P Shade sent a virtual gift in honor of Kathleen.

Professor Crestwell is how I would refer to her in our numerous Bible study classes.

I will miss her insight and her wisdom. She was a great choir partner and helped

keep our rehearsals full of laughter. Her Black History displays were museum

quality. There are so many fond memories. I will miss you, Crestwell! Love and

prayers to her family.

May 21 at 4:32 AM

DB Derrick Barnes sent a virtual gift in honor of Kathleen.

May 20 at 2:40 PM

DB Derrick Barnes posted:

Ms. Crestwell Thank You for making me stay after class just so you could help me with my reading,

class work and encouraging me to behave because you would always grab me and make me sit still

to listen to you tell me “ your better than the way your acting”❤️ Because of that you became my

favorite teacher because nobody ever said that to me and for that I’m forever grateful.THANK YOU

My favorite teacher! KMU 4LifeRest In Eternal Peace

May 20 at 2:39 PM

LT Lee Thomas lit a candle in honor of Kathleen.

May 20 at 1:26 AM
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LT Lee Thomad posted:

Our teacher and mentor, Mrs. Crestwell was such a gentle soul and integral figure in my formulative

year as a scholar, that I'm forever grateful to blessed by her presence, tutelage and wisdom! Her

guiding light served as a beacon that illuminated the path fire is all! Deepest condolences to my

classmate and friend Robin, our younger brother John and the entire family. -Lee

May 19 at 11:33 PM

JE James Ellis posted:

In 1984 I was introduced to the Crestwell family through my brother Michael. I became friends

instantly with John. At the time I was looking to leave some of my bad habits in the rear view mirror.

Katheline let me hangoutover on Shipley Terrace so much that it became my refuge home. This is

why I started calling her my 2nd mom! I will forever remember her smile and crazy sense of humor!

Oh yeah and the best pot of greens ever! Take your rest my 2nd mom! Your life was well lived! Gonna

miss you tremendously!!!

May 19 at 2:21 PM
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Memories only last if you share them
Join us in honoring Kathleen by contributing to a collection of shared memories.
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